
 
 
 

Hillsboro Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes 
Regular Session 

 
April 9, 2019 7:00 a.m. 
Parks & Recreation Office 
 
The Hillsboro Parks and Recreation Commission met in regular session.  Present were Parks and Recreation 
Commissioners Ken Phelan, Lynn Scheller, Nickole Vargas, Forrest Huntington, Jaime Rodriguez, and Marilynn 
Helzerman; City staff Dave Miletich, Simone Brooks, Jeroen Kok, Lori Prince, Mary Loftin, Heather Peterson, Sean 
Morgan, and Karen Edwards 
 
Commission Vice Chair Phelan called the meeting to order.  
 
Citizen Communication: None 
 
Minutes:  
Motion was made by Helzerman and seconded by Scheller to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on 
February 26, 2019 as written. The motion was approved unanimously.  
 
Reports/Presentations:  
Community Gardens Update:  Prince introduced Peterson to the Commissioners. Peterson’s presentation stated 
the first garden opened in 2006 at Calvary Lutheran Church. It hosts 32 plots. The next garden at Sonrise Church 
opened in 2009 and hosts 84 plots. The Orenco Presbyterian Garden opened in 2012 with 49 plots. In partnership 
with the Hillsboro School District the fourth garden opened at the David Hill School site in 2014 with 49 plots. The 
David Hill site displays a beautiful metal gate entrance that was a public art project. Lori Prince created the 
Community Garden Master Plan which has guided growth and management of the gardens. Each site has a 
volunteer Garden Manager. Garden work parties and educational classes are held at the gardens. These gardens 
include partnerships with the three churches, HSD, Meals on Wheels, Tualatin Valley Garden Club and 
Washington County Master Gardeners. Hundreds of pounds of excess produce are donated to the Food Bank 
each year. These gardens have culturally diverse gardeners that work together and socialize with all ages. More 
garden sites are planned in the South Hillsboro neighborhoods.  
 
Park Projects Update: Kok gave a presentation of recent projects and plans for future growth.  

 Walnut Street Park – added restrooms, reservable shelter, piñata patio and shade structure 
 Turner Creek Park – KaBoom! project site – New play structure, corn hole boards, port0potty enclosure, 

and outdoor exercise equipment 
 Orenco Woods Nature Park – added small shelter. Metro planted 10,000 trees, bushes and riparian area 

plants. 
 Bicentennial Park – fenced the playground area 
 Bagley Park  and Reeds Crossing Parks – play grounds will be fenced this spring 
 Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve – Oak Island Marsh was renovated to encourage wildlife and 

amphibians to locate there 
 53rd Avenue Park – repair drain issues and replace turf on the sport fields in November 
 53rd Avenue Park west side -  an inclusive ADA playground will be constructed on the south side 
 South Hillsboro Parks & Trails – many will be completed this summer 
 Frances Street Park – adding a sand volleyball court, small shelter and ADA improvements to the 

walkways 
 Hillsboro Stadium – replace artificial turf in January, 2020 
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 Hamby Park - The Jackson School Road improvements will place an underground storm water tank under 
a new basketball court. Maintenance vehicle access will be added and the bridge from the parking lot will 
be replaced. The creek corridor will be enhanced with plantings.  

 Tree City USA dedication/Arbor Day Planting – April 22, 2019 – Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve, 
10:30am – Noon 

 City Council adopted the Crescent Park Greenway Implementation Plan on February 19, 2019. 
 
Community Center @ 53rd Avenue Update: Miletich passed out the construction schedule for this project. The 
groundbreaking ceremony will be May 29, 2019 at 1:30pm. Construction begins in June. 
 
Director/Manager Update: Miletich stated the Hops home opening game is Friday, June 21. The Commission 
dinner will be at 5:30pm in the upper level concourse. Brooks will attend. 
The budget requests and added staff positions look promising for the FY 2019-20. 
Lisa Carr, Recreation Program Supervisor at the Senior Center has resigned. The position will be replaced with an 
Adaptive Recreation and Inclusion Specialist to work department-wide on these issues.  
 
Staff and Volunteer Recognition: None 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: None 
 
The Executive Session was canceled. 
 
Information Items: 
Tree City USA dedication/Arbor Day Planting – April 22, 2019 – Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve, 10:30am – 
Noon 
 
 
There being no other business, Commission Vice Chair Phelan adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________                               _____________________________ 
        Recorder      Chair 


